SOME 


Qu ER IE S 


Propoſed by V. eA. 


Tothe late Flovvn 


SHEPHERDS, 


With a deſire of an Anſwer from them to theſe Qu «1s s, ſo that their diſcontented Sheep may 


have ſome ſatisfaction why they left them, when the Viſiting hand of the Lord was amongſt them. 


I, 


ſuch as the Prophet Zachariah ſpoke of, and that in 


the Inſtruments of a fooliſh Shepherd, for lo I will raiſe up « Shepherd in the 
Land, which ſpall not leok for the thing that ir loſt, nor ſeck to tender the Lambs; 
nor heal that that is hurt, nor feed that that ſtandeth up. O Idle Shep that 
leaveth the Fiock, his Arm ſn ill be dryed up, and his right eye ſhall be utter- 


ly darkned; whether ſuch can be ſaid to pity the ſheep, that fleetf? or rather 


theſe words, The Lord ſaid unto me, Take to thee yet 


Hether thoſe Shepherds as fled when the Lords Viſita- the Saints are not to be aware of ſuch, according to Chriſts words, Beware 
tion was amongſt the ſheep, are not fooliſh Stpherds, e falſe Prophets , which come to you in ſheeps Clothing , but inwardly they 


art ravening Wolves, And as the Apoſtle ſaith, I know this , that after my 
departure 3 grie vous Wolves ſhall enter in among Jon, Ezek. 34. 4,21. Matth. 


7. 15, 16. Ads 20,29, 


V. Whether ſuch Shepherds may not be ſaid to be more Lovers of 
themſelves, then of God, having but a ſhew of Godlineſs , but deny- 


may they not be ſaid to be no Shepherds, but hirelings, according ro Chriſts 
words, But an Hireling, and he which it not the Shepherd, neither the ſheep his 


own, fleeth ; the Hireling fleeth, becanſe he is an Hireling , and carcth not for 


the ſheep, Tach. 11. 15,16, 17. Fob» 10. 12, 13. 


2. Whether a true Shepherd abideth not with the lock when the Viſita” 
tion ot the Lord is ſtchem ? And it any of the ſheep be ſick, and 


they are ſent for, they viſit them not? According to the Apoſtle Fames's 
words, Is any ſick among you, let himeall for the Elders of the Church, 4 
let them pray for him, — him with eyl in the Name of the Lord, 


whether this was not the practiſe of Chriſt ani his Apoſtles, when on earth 
they caſt cur miny Devils, and annointed many wt: oyl, and healed them: 
Ch:iſt went ab5ve doing of goo? and healiug all that was ſick. Whether 
ve nꝰt Goſpel Miniſt-rs to he l. ke Ch iſt and the Apoſtles 2 Or, whether 
are ſuch Shepherds tha f eeth, like uato Aaron? for lie took the Cenſer, 
and pu: tice therein, and went quickly into the Congrega ion, and made an 
At tone ment fo: t' em; for there was «ra:h gone tom te Lord, the Pl igue 
as begun, he ſtood betwixt the ll ving an i the cad, and the Plague was 
ſtiyed. This is the advice of the Apoſt'e Pal to tie Elders of the Church 


of God, That they take hl ed to theunſelves, n! unto all the Fock where- 


of the Holy Ghoſt had made them overſeers, ro ſeed chem, and that ſo la- 
touring, they ougꝭ t to ſupport the weak. Min theſe Sciiptu es, Fame: 


$<74. 15. NVark 6. 13. Matth 8. 16. Numb. 16. 45, 47, 48. Acts 20. 28,35, 
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had is amongſt them, are not deſtroyers 


3. Whether Chriſts Shepherds hearken not to his Voice ? And whe- 
ther this is not the Voice of Chriſt, that the Shepherd ſhould abide with the 
Flock, eſpecially when the Lords Viſitation is among theins And whether 
that Complaint may not b: made ot ſuch as leave their Flocks in this Go- 
ſpel Age, as wis of them under the Law, and that in theſe words, The weak 
have ye not ſtrengthened, the ſict have ye not healed, neither have you bound up. 

| the broken? And whether the ſick hath not more nced chan the whole, of the 
' Phyſician? According to Chriſts words, The whole need not the Phyſician, but 
« they thatare fick: Go ye, and learn what this means, I will have mercy , and 
© not ſacrifice, Ezek. 34. 4 Matth. 9. 12, 13. 


4. Whether thoſe Shepherds who flee from their ſh:ep when the Lords 
| more than Nen e 3 
and ſo notlike Chriſt, the Apoſtles and Prophets © And whether they are 
not ſuchas they have prophefied of, who leave their ſheep, that rule with 

y An rigor, chat thruſt with their fide; and wich their ſhoulders beben | 
ulh allrhe weak wich their horns, till they have ſcattered them? W 


ing the power thereof? And whether they may not be ſuch as receive 
the Wagesof Uarighteouſneſs, and followeth the wayes of Bala: And 
whether the Apoſtles Words were not verified of ſuch, that the defire 
of money, is the root of all evil, which uu while ſome have luſted after, 


|they erred from the faith, and pierce themſelves through with many ſor- 


ns Tia, 29023 13,15, IAN2t. 7% 2 1 +0. 
VI. Whether ſuch as ye from their ſheep, come in at the door into the 


hriſt will hear the voice of ſuch? Or, whether they will not flye 


df from-fuch , nor knowing their Voice ? And whether the voice of Chrih, 


70 the vo.ce ot ſuc" Shepherds, are not contrary the one to the other, 
ohn 10. 


VII. Whetb er ſu.h Shephercs as leave their Fock, Chriſt will not ſiy, 
to ſuch in chat day, Co ye curſed, for when 1 was ſick, ye viſited me not ? And 
whether that wo as God hath pronounced in Excł. 34. will not fall on ſuch 
as leave their Flock? and whether the Lord will not require the ſheep at 
che hands of ſuch Shepherds? Mind Exek, 34. Matth, 25,41, 43, 


VIII. Whecher that Obſervation by the Snepherde to the ſhzep, were 
true, upon the late Commet or Blazing Star, in ſaving, That it ſian fies 
Mercy, and not Judgement; Good and not Evil? and whether the ſaid 
Shepherd had le:raed that ot God, to quote for the Truth of what he ſaid 
The Star that appeited to the wiſe men of the Eaſt , which directed them 
to Chriſt ? and it fo, why then did this ſhepherd flee from his ſheep, when 
the Lords Viſitation was on them? and whether that Shepherd had an 
ſafficiens warrant to leave his Flock, from the Apoſtles words, 1 7. 
8. and whether the Flock of Chriſt, and the ſhepherd ; be not all one Fa- 
mily : If fo, then whether that ſhepherd as fleeth from his Flock, is not 


worſe than an Infidel, and denieth the Faith, as the Apoſtle hath ſaid? Or 

whether that was rightly obſe ved by the ſhepherd to the Flock, If ib 

art perſecuted in one City, flye to another? whether it is a tru Shepherds pra- 

ile? Or, whether a true Shepherd counts God his Enemy: Or, whether 

. - the foreſaid Chapter, ſpeaks of God, or the Enenies of his. 
urch? 


To you, O Shepherds, that did flye, I this do ſay, 
Repent, and turn to God without delay; 
For if you do not, ſure Iam, 


Of Gods juſt Judgment y ou ſhall taſt ere long. 
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ſheep-fold, or do not clime up ſome other way? And whether the een 
* . brit y ſheep | 
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